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The Transformation of Newport News for Wartime Use 
~New brochure outlines how the city helped in the Great War effort~ 

Newport News, VA, April 18, 2017 –During World War I, did you know that more than 250,000 

soldiers left Newport News for Europe, along with 4 million tons of supplies, and close to 500,000 horses 

and mules? In recognition of the 100th anniversary of America’s involvement in the Great War, the 

Virginia War Museum and the Newport News Tourism Office have created a brochure called the Newport 

News Port of Embarkation in World War I Guide.  

The brochure outlines the way World War I transformed the farmlands of Newport News into training 

camps, supply depots, and military posts – quickly becoming a port of embarkation for troops, animals, 

and supplies heading to Europe. It also brought thousands of shipyard workers to Newport News to build 

new ships.  

The brochure, available now at the Virginia War Museum and the Newport News Visitor Center, 

describes how the city prepared itself for the Great War. Some interesting facts include the following:   

 Less than three years before the United States entered World War I, Newport News was helping 

in the effort by providing Great Britain with hundreds of thousands of horses and mules after their 

supply was nearly depleted by the ravages of war. The animals – which were to be used to move 

troops, artillery, and supplies – were brought to Newport News from across the country by train 

and then shipped overseas from a sprawling compound established near the city’s downtown coal 

piers.  

 Sixteen months before America’s entry into the Great War, the Curtiss Flying School was 

established near the Small Boat Harbor at the tip of Jefferson Avenue. Soon after its opening, the 

school began training flyers from European countries like France and Great Britain, as well as the 

U.S. military’s first aviators.    

 After the U.S. entered the war in April 1917, Newport News became a port of embarkation for a 

steady stream of troops, animals, and supplies. The city was a natural choice due to its protected 

deep-water port, excellent rail connections through the C & O Railway, and its location in the 

middle of the Eastern Seaboard, which gave it a direct route to Europe. 

Partial funding for the brochure came from a tourism marketing grant awarded by the Virginia Tourism 

Corporation and the World War I & World War II Commemoration Commission.  To view the brochure 

online, click here. Additionally, a sample itinerary designed for those interested in the role Newport News 

played in WWI (as well as WWII) can be found on page 24 of the Newport News Visitor Guide.  

For more information about Newport News Port of Embarkation in World War I Guide, contact Chris 

Garcia, Education Coordinator with the Virginia War Museum, at 757-247-8523 or via email at 

cgarcia@nnva.gov.  
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